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The Halls Creek Oval officially reopened today in a community celebration
marking the end of a three-year wait and the beginning of a new chapter for
football in the East Kimberley.

The ceremony opened with a Welcome to Country delivered by Ms Josie
Farrer, a descendant of the Lungga Kija traditional owners and former
parliamentarian, and Mr Stuart Morton, a descendant of the Jaru traditional
owners and Kimberley lawman.

The reopening was addressed by Shire of Halls Creek Deputy President
Raymond Simpson and South East Kimberley Football League representative
Trish Mackay. A speech from Member for Kimberley Divina D'Anna, who will
attend tomorrow's season opener, was delivered on her behalf by Shire of
Halls Creek Chief Executive Sue Leonard.

The opening of the AFL-standard playing surface of 23,024 square meters,
new, resilient Empire Zoysia turf, and an ultramodern irrigation system that
can be monitored and controlled remotely has been a source of huge
excitement for one of Western Australia's most celebrated footballing
communities.



Deputy President Raymond Simpson opened by reminding the crowd exactly
what they were looking at.

"This is more than turf. More than irrigation systems and meticulous soil
preparation and months of careful work in a steamy and challenging wet
season. What you are looking at is us. This community. These kids. Our
future.”

Mr Simpson paid tribute to the towns and remote communities whose
footballing talent has put the Shire on the national map.

"Our town and our remotes of Balgo, Billiluna, Mulan, Ringer Soak, Warmun
and Yiyili have produced footballers that make the rest of Australia stand up
and take notice — stars that have led to our Shire being nicknamed the
football factory of the North. It's a nickname we like, actually. One we've
become rather attached to."

He also acknowledged the Shire staff who made the project possible.

"This project has succeeded because of people — local people. Shire
employees who got down on their hands and knees in the blazing sun to pull
weeds out by their roots, unclog swollen drains, rip ancient, rotting pipes up
from the soil. They did the unglamorous work that few people remember but
everybody benefits from."

Mr Simpson closed with a message to the next generation of Kimberley
footballers.

"The next AFL player from Halls Creek is somewhere in this crowd today. Just
don't forget us when you make it big, will you?”

South East Kimberley Football League's Trish Mackay, who has served the
oval as a scorer, gate attendant, footy fan and footy expert for many years,
said the return of the playing ground was deeply personal.

"l know this ground. And | have missed it. Football in the Kimberley is shaped
by culture, by country, and by community. There is a deep loyalty to your club.



Afierce pride in representing where you're from. That doesn't exist anywhere
else quite like it exists here."

Mrs Mackay noted that Kimberley football participation grew by 29 per cent
last year— reflecting the strength and growth of the game across the region.

Member for Kimberley Divina D'Anna, who advocated in State Parliament for
additional funding to bring the project to completion, said the investment
reflected the Cook Government's commitment to regional Western Australia.

"The Kimberley has always had to fight harder than most to get what it
deserves. Today is proof that the fight is worth it." she said,

Ms D'Anna also paid tribute to Shire of Halls Creek Chief Executive Sue
Leonard and her team.

"Chief Executive Sue Leonard's commitment to seeing this oval completed
has been nothing short of extraordinary. Her drive, her stubbornness, her
absolute refusal to accept anything less than what this community deserves
— this oval stands as a testament to her leadership and her love for this
community."

Increasing the excitement for footy fans the South East Kimberley Football
League kicks off its season on Saturday, which a raft of games scheduled to
play on the new Halls Creek Oval.

Saturday 21 June 2026 — SEKFL Round 1
1pm — Yardgee Dockers v Halls Creek Hawks
3pm — Mulan Saints v Yiyili Powers

5pm — Kundat Djaru Cats v Kurrunguku Roos

Member for Kimberley Divina D'Anna will be in attendance at tomorrow's
games to mark the occasion in person.
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